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Abstract: 
Invasive plant species cause impacts on biodiversity, socio-natural ecosystems, environmental 

services and human wellbeing as a whole. It is crucial to understand the invasion of these 

species in different community forests for effective management. Thus, an ecological survey was 

conducted in 21 community forests (CFs) of Chitwan National Park of lowland Nepal in 2013, 

2014 and 2015. The survey mainly focused on investigation of 3 major invasive species namely 

Mikania micrantha, Chromolaena odorata and Lantana camara. Among these 3 species, it was 

found that the highest invasion of Mikania and Lantana in Narayani CFs and Chromolaena in 

Barandavar CFs. It was also observed that Imperata cylindrica, Ageratum houstonianum and 

Clerodendrum infortunatum were the three most dominant understory species. The invasion of 

these species is increasing rapidly over the years impacts the human and wildlife ecosystems in 

the CFs. Further studies on management through utilization of these species for the livelihood 

improvement such as biogas, fodder and forages are necessary in future.   
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