
IMMIGRANTS’ RESIDENTIAL 
AND OCCUPATIONAL 

MOBILITY IN THE U.S. AND 
LOCAL POLICIES

THE IMMIGRANT POPULATION IS AN IMPORTANT FORCE SHAPING AMERICAN CITIES 
IN NUMEROUS WAYS. IN DESIGNING VIABLE POLICY AND PLANNING RESPONSES TO 

INCORPORATE IMMIGRANTS AT THE LOCAL LEVEL, WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND THEIR 
RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY PATTERNS IN THE HOUSING MARKET AND OCCUPATIONAL 
MOBILITY PATTERNS IN THE LABOR MARKET, BOTH OF WHICH ARE PATHWAYS TO 

ECONOMIC MOBILITY. THIS PRESENTATION SYNTHESIZES MY TWO RECENT RESEARCH 
PROJECTS WHICH EXAMINE 1) IMMIGRANTS CHANGING RESIDENTIAL LOCATION 

CHOICES OVER TIME BOTH WITHIN AND ACROSS METROPOLITAN AREAS AND 2) THE 
EVALUATION OF THE TOP EMPLOYMENT NICHES THAT IMMIGRANTS CONCENTRATE 

IN FROM 1990 TO 2010 USING U.S. CENSUS DATA. IN ADDITION, I WILL DISCUSS A 
NEW LOCAL POLICY TREND CALLED “WELCOMING CITY” AS A RECENT POLICY 

INNOVATION TO ENGAGE THE IMMIGRANT POPULATION IN URBAN DEVELOPMENT.
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