
Lecture

1 5 4 t h T A O Y A K A  P r o g r a m  S e m i n a r

4 3 0 t h I D E C  S e m i n a r

Language

English

Green and Grey Energy Transitions
Climate change mitigation necessitates the transformation of current economic 

systems towards sustainable low-carbon systems. A crucial element is the 

transition of energy systems towards “green” sources such as hydro, wind and PV. 

Attempts to reduce reliance on fossil fuels can be observed in several high and 

middle income countries, fueling hopes for the feasibility of a green energy 

transition. On the other hand, a massive extension of fossil fuel projects is on the 

way in several developing countries. The aim of this talk is to discuss blind spots of 

the current debates on sustainability transitions, and to contrast energy 

transitions in the global north with energy ‘trilemmas’ in the global south.
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